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Greetings from Eatonton Main Street!

Yours Sincerely,

Lauren Singleton
Lauren Singleton
Main Street Manager

At Eatonton Main Street, we strive to make Downtown Eatonton a thriving, beautiful
downtown that is rich in culture and heritage and is sustained by community support.

While the Eatonton Main Street Advisory Board and I have made great strides in our
efforts to revitalize Downtown Eatonton, we still have a lot to accomplish.

As a valued member of the community, we need your help to continue pursuing our
mission.  That is why I ask you to consider donating to the next big Eatonton Main Street
project.  Recently, the Eatonton City Council approved the design of a mural to be placed
on the south-facing side of the historic Pex Theatre.  Your donation would go towards the
installation of the mural, which celebrates the history and culture of Eatonton.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Attached to this letter,
you will find more information about the artist and the project.  If you wish to contribute to
helping make this project come to fruition, please fill out the attached donation form.

I greatly appreciate your support of Eatonton Main Street, and I look forward to working
with you in the future.



Project Overview

Eatonton Main Street became a national accredited Main Street Program in 1999. Eatonton
Main Street’s mission is to preserve and to enhance the historical and the cultural character
of Eatonton through economic development. 

The Pex Theatre is a small, historic theatre in Downtown Eatonton. The theatre was
purchased by the Eatonton Downtown Development Authority (DDA) in 2019. The DDA is
currently in the process of restoring the theatre to its former glory. 

The Pex Theatre was part of cinematic history when the world-premiere of the movie “The
Color Purple” took place at the theatre in 1985. Eatonton rolled out the red carpet for author
and Eatonton native Alice Walker, Academy-Award winner Whoopie Goldberg, Oprah
Winfrey, and more for this very special night. 

The DDA’s renovation plans include an updated movie theater as well as a Black History
Museum to showcase the great history of Eatonton. Earlier this year, the stucco on the
façade was replaced, and the new digital marquee was installed. 

Eatonton Main Street sought proposals for a public art mural project for the brick south-
facing wall along the side of the Pex Theatre. Artists were invited to submit a proposal for
this exciting opportunity to provide a highly visible, large-scale work of art. 

After reviewing the submissions, the Eatonton Main Street Advisory Board chose the design
by local artist Valerie Aranda.



About Artist Valerie Aranda
 

As an artist and educator, I have over 30 years of experience working on mural projects. I
started working on murals after graduating from Arizona State University with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts in Painting. Soon after graduating, I began working on mural projects assisting
artists on commissions in Phoenix, Arizona. The next phase of my mural experience
involved community-based project where I worked with youth to create murals in the inner
city of San Diego. Having moved to Milledgeville in 2002, I was hired at Georgia College to
create a painting program involving community-based art through murals. My experience
includes large scale projects in San Antonio, Texas and Memphis, Tennessee where I
designed, created, and involved volunteers in my projects. Having led large scale mural
projects as well as having assisted many professional artists, I have the skills necessary to
take on a project of this scale. 

Additionally, my work involves multiple collaborations with various organizations in San
Antonio, Memphis, and Georgia. Since 2015 I have been involved with the Eatonton
community where art faculty were invited to collaborate with downtown Eatonton by
displaying artwork in local storefronts to create a cultural and artistic environment
celebrating the arts. Working with various community members in Eatonton and
organizations such as the Georgia Writers Museum, Putnam County High School, and
Eatonton Mainstreet, and local artists, I have collaborated to create multiple artworks that
have involved numerous hours with students and town hall meetings to engage
community member in the process of creating a sense of place through art. Projects I have
worked on include three crosswalk murals organized by Mainstreet Eatonton, located in the
downtown area, as well as the Famous Author’s mural, a collaboration involving Putnam
County High School Art students and artist Gail Vail. Additionally, painting students from my
classes at Georgia College painted alongside Putnam County High School students, the
Putnam County history mural located at Rock Hawk Effigy and Trails site. 

I have additional extensive mural experience, and these experiences provide me with the
ability to create and produce an artistic quality public mural that can be appreciated by the
Eatonton community and visitors alike.



Pex Theatre Mural Project Donation Form
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Company Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________  State: _____________  Zip Code: ________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________

All donors will be recognized by Eatonton Main Street for their contributions to this project.
Would you like your donation to remain anonymous?  Yes_____   No _____

Please place a checkmark next to the amount you would like to donate to the project.

_____ $10          _____ $250         _____ $2,500

_____ $25          _____ $500         _____ $5,000

_____ $50          _____ $750         _____ $7,500

_____ $100        _____ $1,000     _____ $10,000

_____ Other amount: ____________________

As a legal representative of the above entity,
I agree to donate the amount above to Eatonton
Main Street for the Pex Theatre mural project.

Signature: ____________________________________

Date: ________________________________________
Please include this completed form with your
donation.

Cash
Check (made payable to Eatonton
Main Street)
Money order (made payable to
Eatonton Main Street)

Debit cards 
Credit cards
Electronic payments (i.e. CashApp,
Zelle, Venmo, etc.)

Mail: Eatonton Main Street, P.O. Box
4384, Eatonton, GA 31024
Hand deliver:  Eatonton City Hall,
201 N. Jefferson Avenue in Eatonton
Leave in the dropbox behind 
 Eatonton City Hall, which is located
at 201 N. Jefferson Avenue in
Eatonton. Make sure the envelope
says "Eatonton Main Street."

Accepted forms of payment: 

Forms of Payment Not Accepted: 

You can send in your payment the
following ways:


